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Oh, Canada!

Let’s do the Time Warp Again
by Alexandra Lopez-Pacheco

Publications such as the New York

Times and Spin have recently

dubbed Montreal as “the next big

scene” in music. Add the Pop

Montreal music festival as a

must-see event and Montreal is just

one of many vibrant music scenes

found across Canada.

From international superstars like

Céline, Avril, Diana, Nickelback and

Corneille, to emerging acts like The

Dears, The Constantines, Death

From Above 1979, The Sadies,

Patricia O’Callaghan and many more,

Canadian music is heard around the

world.

There are many factors contributing

to our success including: our vibrant,

multicultural music scene; public

support; and our familiarity with the

United States – the world’s biggest

music market. Most important of all is

a musical culture that encourages

creativity and innovation. Another

reason for our members' success is

the reciprocal agreements among

performing rights organizations

worldwide.

Canadian music is more popular than

ever, and not just here at home. On

behalf of SOCAN members, thank

you for helping them get their start.

Earl Rosen

"I think music is very important in

weddings. We’ve only done a couple of

weddings without music, and they’re

usually over by 8 p.m.," says Krista Zillt,

Manager of Conference Services for the

Manteo Resort Waterfront Hotel & Villas

in Kelowna, B.C. Stuart Joliffe, Regional

VP for Delta Hotels in Atlantic Canada,

concurs. "It is always part of the wedding

celebration, during the reception, after

dinner, either through a DJ or live music,

and it adds a heightened sense to the

event."

When you consider the contribution music

makes to both the ambiance and

celebration that are such an integral part

of one of the most important milestones in

a person’s life, the cost of a SOCAN

licensing fee—which ranges anywhere

between $20 to around $174, depending

on the number of people and whether or

not the event includes dancing—seems

both nominal and worth every penny.

"I feel that everyone who contributes to

the success of an event deserves their

fair share. SOCAN fees are justified in

that the artists have worked and created

this music for the guests and rightfully

deserve compensation. Music is an

integral part of life. Its rhythm and words

spark warm memories for events past. I

can't imagine any celebration without it.

My thanks to those individuals who share

their talents with us through this medium,"

says Jim Jackson, Director of Catering,

Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe in

Edmonton. "Most guests are aware of this

fee. The information sheets supplied by

SOCAN certainly help in explaining it to

the guests. I can't remember anyone

being resistant to the fees," says Jackson.

And most couples planning their

weddings appear to agree. Tinalynn

Reed, winner of a draw for a SOCAN

Tariff 8 licence (paid by the organization)

at last year’s Canada’s Bridal Show at the

Metro Toronto Convention Centre, had

been made aware of the need for a

licensing fee when making arrangements

for her wedding. In fact, she’d already

paid her fee but was reimbursed with her

prize.

The newest and easiest way to acquire a

licence for music at a wedding is

SOCAN’s online service. "We haven't

used the online service as of yet, still

generating the licences manually. I will

give it a try though," says Jackson.

Zillt thinks it makes a lot of sense, "It

could save a lot of paperwork and be

much faster," she says. So, as the song

says, "Let the music play…" and contact

your local SOCAN Licensing

representative for more information.


